
OLVER STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ’ Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) released the following statement in response to the President's State of the Union address:

Iraq
 "This is the fourth State of the Union address that President Bush has used to make a case for the war in Iraq.  Despite his rhetoric, Iraq continues to slip deeper into the throes of a violent civil war.  The President's escalation strategy is far too little and four years too late.  It is time for the President to develop and implement a plan for handing the government over to the Iraqi people and bringing our troops home."

Energy/Environment
 "Now is the time for bold leadership at the federal level.  We must make major investments in developing renewable energy technologies, energy conservation and energy efficiency now."

  "It is long past time for the President to take decisive action to prevent global climate change.  A key component of any energy policy proposal must include mandatory caps on greenhouse gas emissions.  Carbon dioxide reductions of 70-80% from current levels are necessary for the health of our environment and economy."

Budget
 "It is time for the President to uphold his pledge to present a balanced budget to Congress.  Democrats have already followed through on their pledge to institute pay-as-you-go budget rules and begin reversing the budget deficits that have increased the national debt by $3 trillion over the last six years.  The President must uphold his word when he submits his budget request to Congress next month."

Health Care
 "The President's proposed tax deduction will do little if anything to help the nearly 47 million Americans without health insurance.  Most people without health insurance have low incomes and still won't be able to afford the premiums.  An end-of-the-year tax deduction is essentially worthless to workers who can't afford to pay out-of-pocket each month."

  "The President's proposal, paid for by workers with certain employer-provided health insurance plans, amounts to a tax hike for ordinary people with better-than-average health plans."

  "At a time when our national health insurance is in crisis, and the number of uninsured continues to grow, the President proposal is largely empty."

Education
 "Since it's enactment in 2002, No Child Left Behind has been exploited by the President and his administration as a political slogan, rather than being utilized as a roadmap for much-needed reform.  None of President's budgets submitted to Congress have ever fully funded this initiative.  With the President's last budget proposal taken into account, the under-funding totals $55 billion.  The law should be renewed with better performance measures in place and a budget plan to actually fund its goals."

Homeland Security
 "It is time for the President to heed the advice of the 9/11 Commissioners and implement 100% screening of air and ship cargo bound for the U.S."
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